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GAME fignifies 'a merry -Play 
ll Diverſion, The Word prob 
WH bly comes from the Greek Mi 
 TepO©, which, in Strictneſs, f 
nifies a Nuptial Entertainm. 


ux may in a larger Accepration, denote at 


mort Space of this probarional Life, can ha 
much Time to ſpare for Diverſion; con ſideri 
that he has the great Concern of eternal L 


6933 „ 


ſer way of Merriment and Pals-time. No 


ſome ſort of Diverfion and Relaxation 
Mind ſeems abſolutely neceſſary for us in o 


reſent State of Frailty. We are not oft 
türe of Angels, who are above theſe ce 


poreal Entertainment,; and it ſhould be 0 
Cate, that we be not as the brute Bes 
brought under the Power and Sway of the! 


- Tris moſt certain, That no Perſon, int 
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o ſecure, and that this cannor be done bur by 
he Conqueſt of many ſenſual Appetites, many 
worldly Vanities, and many infernal Enemies. 
ind when ſuch a Perſon finds it neceſſary to 
livert himſelf, be ought above all things, to 
ok well char no Snares of the Enemy lie hid 
nder the Diverfion that he allows himſelf: 
hecauſe at this time, his Mind will be leſs rea- 
ly ro withſtand the Attack of an Enemy, be- 
ng, as it were, in the Condition of a Soldier, 
hat has laid by his Armour for a while, the 
more freely to recreate and diſport himſelf. 
This being then the true Reaſon and End of 
ame and Diverſion, we are hence inſtruced 
n two Points concerning ir. Fiſt, That if 
A here be any thing call'd Game, which is nei- 
I Kher a Recreation to our Body, nor Mind, it is 
n unlawful thing, and muſt be ſhunned by all 
nile and ſober Perſons as a Canker and Con- 
er of Time, which is the moſt valuable of 
ll Eacthly Things. And Secondly, That all 
ach Sports and Games as are manifeſt Tem- 
prong to Sin, and do many times expoſe 
en to Ruine, are to be renounced with D. 
Hin, in Chriſtian Prudence, and in point of Con- 
crence ; It being a manifeſt Chriſtian Duty to 
on bun all foreſeen Temptations and Occaſions of 
in Pin, where no Neceſſity conftrains us to it, 
oft ind where the Good propoſed by it cannot in 
e Cliny Meaſure counterpoiſe the Evil which is | 
e Ola be. feared, | 
Bell We will only at preſent eos der the Gauer ; 
f Carding and Dicing, (6 ce other Games will 
be included hereby ſo far as the pariry of Rea- 
on affes. them) and inquire, Mhether a pru- 
r — dent 
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„ 
dent and ſincere Chriſtian may warrantably 4. Tha 
low himſelf in the Uſe of thoſe Games, without ſiderat 


à Diminution to that Character? : and 1 


Now here, in our firft Thoughts of the Mat- this P: 
ter, we may be aſſured that ſome Exerciſes offi: to f 
theſe Games are unqueſtionably Evil, tho weſſſpoie, 

ſhould ſuppoſe the Games themlelves to be in-Þave, 
different and innocent. As if any one plays un. NC 
ſeaſonably, or on the Lord's-Day, or on Days off Worlc 
publick Humiliation, or in the proper Seaſonsſſjiberetc 
of Prayer, or even ſo as to prejudice our neceſ- 
fary worldly Buſineſs ; or if any one plays atery 
theſe Games merely to ger another's Money Me a 
or if he plays till he wrangles and affronts his Config 
Company; or if he plays too long, fo that he 
exceecs the Reaſon and Intention of Diverhon, 
Theſe thingsare manifeftly Evil: and whoſoe- 
vertakes not due Care to ſecure himſelf againk 
this feurfold Snare, we may, without ſcruple, 
ter in his Habit of Gaming a bale and pernicious 
Vice, For 'tis, in Truth, the Mother of many 
Vices; as of Idleneß, Vanity, and Levity of Spi- 
rit; yea, it nurſes at the ſame time the two 
oppoſite Vices of Covetouſneſs and Prefſeneſi 
And here, in truth, it is even amazing to con 
ſider, in what different and almoſt contradicto- 
ry Circumſtances we ſhall behold the eager 
Game ſter: For he is at the ſame time both b 
fie and idle, in Toil, and yet in Play; diverted, 
and yer tormented; and perhaps allo cheating 
and c:eated, He is in the ſame Hour both ſur- 
feired with Afluence, and pinched with PenuryÞ 
And he is all the while excruciated berwixt 
Hope and Fear, which is a mere Rack, te the 

Mind, inſtead of a Diverſion. „ 
| I have 


„ 


4. have a few rhings therefore to offer to con- 
bout iderate Minds with reference to rhis Matter, 
and I pray God aſſiſt every one that peruſes 
this Paper with his Grace, that he may apply 
ji: to. his Benefit in both Worlds; for, I ſup- 
role, none are ignorant, that many Perſons 
have, by the extreme Vanity of ungoverned 
Gaming, both ruined their Eſtates in this 


un-. 
s of World, and their Souls in the other. Be ir 
ſons therefore duty confidered that, 

cell 1. The Games of Cards and Dice, will be 


rery likely to devour much Time wherever 
Mibey are allowed: which is a very important 
Confideration, For nothing can be io our 
Advantage or Comfort, that vainly conſumes. 
many of thoſe precious Moments, which ſerve 
oo all our Purpoſes under the Sun. For when 

Time fails, nothing can be done, BS 
I would therefore ask ſuch as at any time 
one about to ſer themſelves tro Gaming, what 
Time they propoſe to ſpend in it? And to this 
Spi- me will anſwer, perhaps, that they defign to 
paſs Away an Hour or two; And others, that 
hey intend to ſpend a VMinter-Evening at it. 
zut here, alas! very few are true to their Time 
Iſſigned. For even they who ſpend the longeſt 
vening in Gaming, do too often entrench up- 
5% In the next Morning too. But if we ſuppoſe 
ted hem to be punctual to their leaſt Alotment 
frime, and they that do break off, when they 
[Wave plaid an Hour or two; the reckoning. 
il [well high in time. For it an Hour or. 
vo be given up to Gaming this Day, and as 
uch ro Morrow, or on many other Days; 
Flas ! How great a Share of the active part of 
. )//%%%öͥͤͥͥ7i 


(6) 
our poor Threeſcore Tears and Ten will be ſpent, in that 
yea, ſquander d away, in idle Play, and in im- and m 
pertinent Amuſements, or perhaps in Quarrelsſthoſe o 
and random Diſcourſe, in covering and ſtriv. I ptivat: 
ing for:that which 1s another's, and in many unad v4 
ather, Offences againſt God. always 
O Chriſtians !' How do you think to paſs ſuchService 
Reckonings as theſe with the Great and Hohllſets ani 
God ar laſt ? Can you think that he will allowrever f 
{ach Accounts of your Stewardſhip? Do youſſformid 
not conſider, That one ſingle Minute of that III. 
Time, which you now ſo prodigally waſt, car- Iſequen 
not be purchaſed with the whole World, weteſgive it 
you Maſter of it, when you come to your laſt any, g 
important Moment]. Will you nor- then cryſſſether 
out with that ſerious Dung Prince of ours inflome ii 
the laſt Age, Oh that I bad now the Hours that ſſceſs in 
I have ſpent- at Tennis !- A Play, for whichmake a 
more may be ſaid, as being a wholeſome bodilkdmitr: 
Exerciſe, than for the ſedentary and inſignifi- IV. 
cant Games of Carding.and Dicing. And-this|fhe Liv 
leads us to a Second Conſideration, nor in 
II. Theſe Games adminifter no confiderableWLord 5 
Exercife ro the Body, and they do exceedinglyſſ»d fol 
amuze and entangle the Mind; ſo that they Huch cri 
are falſly called by the Name of Diverſions y rhe 
We are told in Hiſtory, thar they were in- Ius: B 
vented at the Seige of ſome Cities in ia, asÞike to 
a Contrivance to deceive the Hunger of theſſend Pic 
Beſieged in thoſe times, when Towns: were ra- Pids he 
ther won by Starving cheir Garriſcns. by a long Cables, 
Bloc hade, than by the ſpeedier modern way off, 
grinding them to Powder by the Means offf=xy. 
hea vy Mortars and Artillery. Which ſhews thehney m 
Power. of cheſe Games upon the Minds of Men, People; 
in 


in that they were able to divert the ſharpeſt 
and moſt impatient of all humane A ppetites, | 
thoſe of Hunger and Thi-ſt. Surely ſuch a Ca- 


ptivating Diverſion muſt needs be unſafe and 
unad viſable ro Chriſtzans ;, whoſe Minds ovghr 
always to be girr, and in a fic Poſture to do 
Service ro their Maſter, and to oppoſe the On- 
lets and Attacks of ſpiritual Enemies, who are 
rever far from us, but do uſually inveſt us with 
formidable Legions. | - a 55 
III. There is uſually ſome apparent ill Con- 
ſequence of Gaming, before. ſuch as ſer to it 
give it over. It too often ſacrifices good Com- 
rany, good. Humour, and a good Conſcience to- 
zether: Some Broil or other uſually ariſes, or 
lome indecent Levity and Jeſting, or ſome Ex- 
ceſs in point of Time, or otherwiſe; which will. 
make a ſerious Mind wiſh, that it had not been 
admitted. | S = 
IV. We find nothing like rheſe Vaniries-in, 
e Lives of the Holy Patriarchs and Prophets, 
nor in the Life of our perfect Pattern, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whole Sheep bear his Nice, 
nd follow his Steps; and therefore we find no 


* 


o 


Much trifling way of mis- pending time allowed 


y the Holy Apoſtles and the Primitive Chriſti-. 
ns: Bur, on the contrary, theſe Things, or the. 
ike to them, have been condemned by Learned 
ind Pious Men of all Ages, Our Church for- 
ids her Miniſters to pl at Cards, Dice, or 
Lables, or any other unlawful Game, by. Day or by 
WM he, upon Pain of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure, Can. 
XXV. And this is required of Miniſters, that 
ey may be Examples of. Holy Life to their 
eople ; as it follows in the Canon: Which ſhews, 


that 


CEP. 
that it is alſo there intended, that every Per: A 
ſon whoſoever ſhould be diſſwaded from ſuch ment: 
| Unchriſtian Practices. For they are condemned ind ſ- 
alſo by the Laws of our Land, as unſufferable; his o 
and all ſuch Publick Hr uſes as allow them are! And 
required to be ſuppreſt, as Nuſances in the Com- NwWe h 
munity; and their Licenſes are by any ſuch Fact au ay 
abſolutely made void. (2, 3. Phil. & M.) T0; 
V. The very Name of Paſtime is an abſfurdlyh ar 
and hateful Notion: as if we needed any Ar-|ﬀl;. ap- 
rifice to haſten rhe Flight of our ſpeedy andfnaryc 
itretrievable Moments: which pals away off G5 
themſelves ſwifter than our very Thoughts, andi hat 
will ſoon caſt us into the Bliſs or Torment of Ma 
an unchangeable Eternity. Devil 
Merhinks the ſe Confiderations ſhould pallÞ.:4 th. 
any thoughts of Gaming in all that would at 
with Advice in the Conduct of their Lives. 
And as for ſuch as act otherwiſe, they fall un- 
der a deplorable Character, and all Advice and 
Counſel to them will be utterly loſt, For in 
ſtead of attending to the Reaſon of rheſe rhings 
they will be apt to cry our, tho' indeed mo 
| abſurdly, and ſay, what an intolerable Preciſe- 
neſs is this? What, nor ſo much as encourageſh, bei 
us to a Game at Ch; mas > That Feſtival wil | 
not look like it {elf without it. 
Bur I pray you, Sis, What is there i in the! 
Birth of Chriſt that fo well ſuirs with this ex4Þ 
treme Vanity, as you pretend? Did not cur 


Bleſſed Saviour come into the World to deſtrofp, G 
the Works of the Devil; to free us from the Vr, 
ly and Pollution of our carnal Minds and Hearts We. 


and to make us Enemies to the Pomps and Vaniſh; 
ties of this wicked World 2 ? CHRISTIAN 
GAMING 


egging 
ds. a m 
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eGAMING is the moſt abſurd thing you can 
chElmention., W hatſoever is Chriſtian, is Cbriſt- like, 
edrd favours of his Spirit: But who does affirm 
e ;Ichis of Gaming? 
are And trulyChriſtzans need ir not for aDiverſion: 
m- We have more noble Entertainments offered ns 
act always, particularly at the Feſtival of our Bleſ- 

ed Savicur's Nativity before mentioned. With 
urdEwhar divine Elevation of Soul may we then, or 
Ar- Hat any time, contemplate or diſcourſe of the 
andElmarvellous Compaſſion, Condeſcenſion, and Love 
of of God, w/o was manifeſt in the Feſy! And 
andi bat i finite Advantages are hereby opened 
of Mankind: fince by this the Malice of the 
Devil againſt Men is efeQtually coun: ermined, 
pallÞ:n4 they are now made capable of being wrar= 
actWlired from the Power of Darkneſs to the Kingd m 
Ves. f God's dear don: yea, the Sons of Men may. now 
un-Mecome the adopted Children of God, and attain 
ard; Meerneſs for, and a Title to, his Everlaſting | 
* 1-Mingdom. Who can bur praiſe the infinitely | 
gs pi ſe, Holy, and Merciful God, who hath by this 
mou oniſhi ng Expedient brought! in even his Righ- 
ciſeBheuſneſs ro act in the pardon of a penitent Sin- 
rageper believing in J ES US: So that he can now 
will De abſolurely Fuſt, and yer 4 Juſtiſier of them 

hat beliete. The thankful Remembrance of 
1 the beſe things will be Matter of a Noble, yea, of 
ex Heaven y Joy : For we may be ſure, the Ho- 
- GU Angeli will join with us while we fing Glory 
tr, God in the higheſt, on Earth Peace, gocd Will 
vo nrards Men. 
zarte We. fee then, a Chriftian needs not go a 
ani Legging for Pleaſure at the Devil's Doors. He 
A Nas a more delicious Feaſt of his own upon the 
ING A | Hidden 
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Hidden Manna: even in that Peace. of God 
which paſſeth all Underſtanding; and in that Joy 
of the Holy Ghoſt which railes a Foy unſpeah- 

able and full of Glory. And theſe Divine Suavj. 
ties are almoſt as much better than the Eu, 
Malice, and Paſſion, which the Devil many times 
blows up in Gameſters, as Heaven is than Hel, 
For as the Holy Spirit is the Author of the Di. 
vine Peace and Joy of holy Souls, ſo we may 
well ſuſpect, both from the extravagant Paſſions 
and fierce Emotion, of Gameſters in the Heat 
of their Play, and from their Want of Power 
to give it over, that they are very much actu 
acted by Evil Spirits, who will, without doubt, 
be very forward to aſſiſt the Students in their 
Boi, and the Lovers of their Devices. 

O! what have they to anſwer for before the 
Great and Hely Ged; who make a Trade cl 
cheating and impoveriſhing of Men by the per 
nicious Artifices of Gaming; who at once pre 
tend to entertain, and deſign to deſtroy their 
Brethren ; like Jab to Amaſa, with one Hand 
they embrace, and with the other they ſtab. 
How many Young Heirs have fall'n a Pre 
to this rooking Generation of Men? How ma 
ny Apprentices have ruined themſelves, arc 
robbed their Maſters, to feed thoſe cruel an 
inſatiable Horſe-Leeches? Enough ro make 
every diſcreet Dung Man reſolve, even in com 
mon Prudence, never to expoſe one Peny t 
ſuch Mercileſs Thieves and Robbers : nor eve 
to expend the comfortable Patrimony of thei 
Fathers in a fooliſh way of Prodigality, hic 
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| Incony 


beggers a Man without the leaſt Gratificatici 
of any reaſonable Appetite, , them 1 


to us, 


ru 
And as for ſuch as make Account of getting 
their Livelihood by Gaming, as by a more #aſte, 
and, as they call it, a more gentile way, than by 
an honeſt Trade; they are uſually deceived and 
ruined-by this their idle Project. For they are 


hereby brought ro an idle and luxurious way 


of Life; and have no honeſt way to ſupport 


theſe great Expences, and the Loſſes which of- 


ten befal them in their Play. They are roo lazy 


to Work, and too proud to Beg; and there ſeems 


but one way left that can ſpeedily ſupply their 


Wants, which is that of Robbery; and this ſel- 
dom fails ro bring them to the Gallows. Or if 


we view their Caſe on the faireſt fide, and ſup- 


poſe, that among the Thouſands that are beg- 


ger d by Gaming, there may be one Inſtance 


produced of an Eſtate gotten by it; yet this 


volacile ſort of Gain will ſoon appear to be an 


unbleſt Portion, and is ſeldom tranſmitted to the 8 ; 


third Generation. | | 


And yet notwithſtanding all the Sin and Ni. 4 ö 


ſery that has been brought upon Men by theſe 
means, ſome People may perhaps reply, That 


they cannot be ſo diſobliging to the Company, as 


to ſtand out, when deſired by others to play 


with them; becauſe twould look like a con- 


Idemning them of Sin or Folly. But on 


ſuch an Occaſion, any one may without the 
leaft Breach of Manners reply, That tho we 


do not any ways cenſure thoſe prudent Perſons 
who are perſwaded of the Lawfulneſs of theſe 


Games, and can ſecure themſelves againſt the 


lnconveniencies that attend them: yet if we think 


them unlawful or inexpedienr, they will be fo 


to us, whatever they be in themſelves; yea, if 18 
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and we have before us ſuch awful Indication 
more ſafe and expedient for us, than Sport an 
People, who are not drawn to their Dive 
ſions by any misbecoming Moti ves, and ca 
pPrtations and Inconveniencies which uſually 2 


2 for better things when they have been at the 
Theſe Perſons will deſerve to ftand the faire 
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| haps that will allow themſelves in it, 


A Kind Caution ro prophane Swearers. - 


_ Obſervance of rhe Lord's-Day. 
A Diſſwaſive from the Sin of Drunkenneſſ 


ful Conſequences of indulging youthful Luft 


LY. 
we are in doubt ab&urt them. And it woul 
be bur ill Manners in any one to preſs anorhe 
ro a thing, for which he has made ſo lid an 
diſcreet an Apoligy. . 
In truth, our Condition on Earth is ſo frai 
polluted, and expoſed ro the Wrath of God 


of it, that a ſerious, yea, a ſorrowful Spirit, doe 
much more become as, and muſt needs b 


Upon the whole. Thoſe Miſe and Gu 


diſcreetly time the Seaſon and Meaſure « 
them; who have a ſure Guard againſt the Te 


tend them; and do not find themſelves unf 


for a Licence to Game, but will be the laſt pe 
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